
Connect



Hey!
Here at Aylesbury Vale Youth for Christ we’ve been scheming. We’ve got together 

with a load of youth leaders from across the churches of Aylesbury and we 

reckon it’s time to start something. We’d love to invite you to form and lead 

Connect groups in your schools so that the young people across Aylesbury can 

discover who Jesus is, and you can be pushed, stretched and encouraged in your 

Christian faith. The next few pages will tell you what we’re hoping for, how we 

think you could be involved and what we’re doing to make it all a reality. If you 

want to jump into what we think God is doing, then read on…
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Academy

Aylesbury 
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Sir Henry 
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Aylesbury 
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Mandeville 
School

We’re looking for young people to lead a 
network of Connect groups across the schools 
in Aylesbury and the surrounding areas.  

For starters, this is where we want to get up and running:
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WHAT IS A CONNECT GROUP? 

WHAT’S IT FOR? 

These can happen 

each week in any 

order, but if your 

leadership team 

makes these 

5 elements central 

to what you do, 

we don’t think you 

can go far wrong.  

Play

Pray

Read Reflect

Invite

It depends on your school context, the amount of time you’ll have, and the people 

that end up coming. But there are 5 main ingredients that make it.

Bible and prayer are at the heart of it and we also want to encourage you to create 

an environment where people of any faith or no faith feel comfortable hanging out 

and chatting together. We’d love to work with your student leadership team to 

create a family feel where everyone is valued and the big life questions can be 

thought through. We’ll also encourage you to pray together and to look out for 

each other each week. We want to help you show your school that God is real, that 

he loves them and that they can have a real connection with him through Jesus. 

We want to help you get established, and to echo the invitation of Philip to the 

whole of Aylesbury to “come and see” (John 1:46).
4



WHO’S ON THE LEADERSHIP TEAM? 

You are. We’re going to try and gather at least 3 and probably no more than 5 of 

you from across the churches to meet in your schools. In your team you’ll get 

together each week to pray and plan using the 5 key areas above. As a leadership 

team you’ll be creating two main things: 

a sense of welcome and family, regardless of people’s background, 

social standing or religious belief.

a distinctive focus on exploring the Christian faith, praying together, 

reading the bible, and wondering what it all means. 
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We’re looking for young people who love Jesus and want their school to find out 

about him. You don’t need to be an expert in anything. You just need to want to 

serve God, have a bit of courage, a bit of determination and the willingness to step 

out in faith for him. Have a look at pages 8-10 for more specifics.

So what kind of leaders
are we looking for?

HOW WILL WE GET IT STARTED? 

If you’re up for it you’ll fill in the application form which will tell us which school 

you go to and how you might want to get stuck in. We’ll chat with your youth 

leader and if we think you’re a good fit, we’ll link you up with other student leaders 

who go to your school who may attend di�erent churches. 
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Once the student leadership team is assembled we’re going to support you as you 

look to impact your school with the love of Jesus. We’re also going to allocate you 

a youth leader or volunteer who can help you along so your team won’t be doing 

it alone. 

 

To kick it all o� in your school the best option is for your student leadership team 

to approach your head of year or head teacher directly to ask for their permission. 

We’ll meet with them if it’s helpful and once a date and time have been agreed for 

each week, we’ll work alongside your team to get it going. In some schools there’ll 

already be a Connect group (or similar) running, so we’ll chat to them to see how 

we can link up and join with them.

WHAT ELSE COULD WE BE DOING?

We'll encourage you in your teams to come to our monthly Unite event, which is a 

youth service aimed at grabbing all the Connect’s and youth groups together, 

worshipping God, praying together, encouraging each other and getting ready to 

go again. So that we can make sure that you’re properly supported and looked 

after we’ll meet with all the leadership teams directly before Unite for a time of 

prayer, encouragement, food, questions and any planning that needs to happen. 

Check in with us for monthly times and dates. 

We’d also love to help the Connect groups run Youth Alpha courses across the 

schools. We could help you run one for just your friends, your class, an entire year 

group or if we really start dreaming, your entire school. That way we’d look to grow 

Connect, invite more people to come along and show more of your school who 

Jesus is and how much he loves them. 

Basically, we’re attempting to start and resource groups across the schools in 

Aylesbury and we want you guys to be in charge of them, listening to God,            

following his lead and together, impacting all the schools in the area. 
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What if I want to do it, but 
I don’t know if I can?

Well here are some of the things we’d be looking for in our Connect leadership 

team members. You can’t do all of it all the time but we do want to help you be the 

best you can be. Have a read and chat it through with your parents or youth 

leaders to see what they think.

Above everything this is the most important! You might have all the gifts,       

knowledge and skills but if you don’t have character then it is all worth nothing!    

(1 Corinthians 13:2)

CHARACTER

Loves Jesus

Loves others

Humble

Caring

Loving

Teachable

Godly desire – desire to know God and be like Jesus by the help of His Spirit

Team player
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Understand the Gospel and have asked Jesus into your life

Have a desire to regularly spend time with God alone

Recognise the need for support from others

Believe that leading by example is important

Have a desire for others to come to know Jesus and grow in their relationship 

with God and others (discipleship)

Lead by example

Positive influence on others

Have signs of leadership qualities

Prepared to push yourself

Prepared to take on appropriate responsibility and follow through

KNOWLEDGE

Don’t worry, you don’t need to know everything!

SKILLS

Don’t worry, you don’t need to be good at everything!

Want to do it

Willing to be committed (to attendance and to people)

Willing to be challenged (in your own faith and in your own actions)

Willing to make mistakes

Willing to learn more (be teachable)

Will lead by example – integrated into church, reading the Bible, praying, in 

other words, practising what you preach

Understand that the behaviour of the young people and the main 

responsibility lies with adult leaders and sta�

Be part of the planning (weekly with your fellow leaders and monthly with 

everyone before Unite)  

EXPECTATIONS
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Will keep appropriate things confidential

Servant hearted, sometimes it might be di�cult

Prepared to prepare, some weeks may take longer to lead than others

Will be part of social media communication

If doing too much or feeling overwhelmed then will say!

Like we said, none of this stu� can be done by any of us all the time. If you 

thought you could do all this perfectly that’d be a bit concerning…! But what 

we’re hoping for is to encourage each other towards what’s written here.

We believe you guys can impact your generation with the love of Jesus, and we 

want to help you do it. This scary looking list of things is really there to help you 

flourish.
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I’m up for this. 
What do I do now?  

Grab yourself an application form by going to 

Fill it in, show it to your parents or guardians, and it’d probably be a plan to chat to 

your youth leader. Then send it all to us and we’ll take it from there.  

aylesburyvale.yfc.co.uk/startsomething

We’re Aylesbury Vale Youth for Christ. We’re about seeing young people’s lives 

changed by Jesus.  

Aylesbury Vale Youth for Christ are working in close partnership with the local 

church through the Christian Youth Leaders Network. More info can be found at 

aylesburyvale.yfc.co.uk/cyln
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Aylesbury Vale Southcourt Baptist Church, 40 Penn Road, Aylesbury, HP21 8HW
T 07842 607639  E o ce@avyfc.org.uk  
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